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Short profile of the German institution 

“Stiftung für Hochschulzulassung” 
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• May 1973: 

Foundation of the central institution for the allocation of places of 

study (ZVS)  

• Task: allocation of university places in nationwide admission-

restricted courses of study 

• Start in winter term 1973/74 with ten courses of study (for example 

architecture, biochemistry, medicine, veterinary medicine,  

pharmacy, dentistry) 

• In the winter term 1994/95 the “ZVS” allocated university places in 

more than forty courses of study (for example business 

management, biology, medicine, forestry, law) 

 

     From the “ZVS” to the “Stiftung für Hochschulzulassung” 1/2 
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     From the “ZVS” to the “Stiftung für Hochschulzulassung” 2/2 

• May 2010 

Dissolution of the “ZVS” and foundation of the “Stiftung für 

Hochschulzulassung” (SfH) as successor institution (also referred to 

as hochschulstart.de) 

• Legal basis 

– Interstate Agreement between the German federal states 

– Foundation Law of the home state North Rhine-Westphalia 

• Joint institution of the German federal states and higher education 

institutions 

• Located in Dortmund 

• Approximately 150 employees 
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Tasks of the “Stiftung für Hochschulzulassung” 

• Allocation of university places in courses of study with nationwide 

admission restriction (medicine, veterinary medicine, dentistry and 

pharmacy)  

     > “Original Task”  

• Operation of the service procedure for local admission-restricted 

courses of study (also called dialogue-oriented service procedure; 

German: „DoSV“) 

     > Task since winter term 2012/13  
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Service procedure for local admission-restricted courses of 

study since winter term 2012/13 

Aims: 

• Multiple applications no longer lead to multiple admissions  

• All available university places are allocated before the beginning of 

the semester 

• Matters of selection and admission of students are left to the higher 

education institutions (full autonomy) 

Aims are achieved by: 

• the coordination of admission procedures carried out by higher 

education institutions  

• a fast and transparent allocation of university places 

• the consideration of the allocation rules laid down by the German 

federal states and the higher education institutions 
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Outlook: The embedded procedure (DoSV 2.0) 
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Tasks of the “Stiftung für Hochschulzulassung” 

• Contact person for any questions related to the application for the 

first semester in medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine (only winter 

term) and pharmacy (nationwide admission restriction) 

 

• Contact person for any questions related to the registration and 

application for local admission-restricted courses of study 

 

• Operation of two application portals 
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The application portal of hochschulstart.de for nationwide 

admission-restricted courses of study 

Starting point: www.hochschulstart.de 
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How can I apply for medicine, veterinary medicine, dentistry 

and pharmacy („Zentrale Verfahren“)? 

• Applications for the first semester at state universities have to be 

submitted via hochschulstart.de 

 

• An application is only possible for one of the four courses of study 

(multiple applications are not permitted) 

 

• The application via hochschulstart.de consists of two steps: 

  First step: Applying online 

  Second step: Handing in relevant documents 
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First step: Applying online 

• The online application is done via the application portal “AntON” (= 

application online) under www.hochschulstart.de. 

 

• Applicants have to create a user account and choose a user name 

and individual password. 

 

• “AntON” guides applicants through the application step-by-step and 

indicates errors when entering data.  
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Second step: Handing in relevant documents 

• After the online application has been submitted “AntON” generates a 

PDF file. 

• The signed PDF file and an authenticated copy of the university 

entrance certificate (initial application) have to be send to 

hochschulstart.de by post.  

• Relevant papers are listed at the end of the online application (and 

in the PDF file). 

• Hochschulstart.de cross-checks the documents received by post 

with the entries made in the online application. 

• As soon as hochschulstart.de has processed the papers a checklist 

is provided in the user account.  
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Summary 

• Not very digitalized process 

 

• Especially for foreign 

applications quite difficult 
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Starting with this summer term – SfH is going Digital! 

Process Netherlands  Germany 

1. Apply for the  

“Zentrales 

Verfahren” 

3. Select data 

4. Send data to Stiftung 

für Hochschulzulassung 

2. Student number +  

     Link to DUO 

Candidate 

with Dutch 

diploma 
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http://www.hochschulstart.de/index.php?id=3470


Process using AntOn application portal – 1 - 

EMREX Unleashed! Seminar, Bologna, Italy 30.11.2017 



EMREX Unleashed! Seminar, Bologna, Italy 30.11.2017 

Process using AntOn application portal – 2 - 
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Planning to start with the next winter term – Using EMREX! 

DUO as National Contact Point Emrex 
EMREX client at Stiftung für Hochschulzulassung 

1. Apply for the  

“Zentrales 

Verfahren” 

6 select data 

7 Send data 

Candidate with 

Dutch diploma 

Emrex client 

Choose 
country 

Log in 2 

3 

4 5 

Diploma Register 

NCP 
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Application portal of hochschulstart.de  

for courses of study with local admission restriction   

Starting point: www.hochschulstart.de 
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Planning to start with the next summer term – Using 

EMREX for DoSV too! 

DUO as National Contact Point Emrex 
EMREX client at Stiftung für Hochschulzulassung 

1. Apply for the  

“Zentrales 

Verfahren” and 

DoSV 

6 select data 

7 Send data 

Candidate with 

Dutch diploma 

Emrex client 

Choose 
country 

Log in 2 

3 

4 5 

Diploma Register 

NCP 
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Science Fiction? 

 

 

… a German NCP ??? 
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If you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to contact me: 

 
Guido Bacharach 

Stiftung für Hochschulzulassung 

Tel.:        0231 1081 – 2270   

Fax:        0231 1081 – 2151   

E-Mail:   guido.bacharach@hochschulstart.de 

Internet: www.hochschulstart.de 
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Mille grazie. 
Thank you. 

Vielen Dank. 
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Editor: 

Stiftung für Hochschulzulassung 
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